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• 1912. Brooklyn Committee on City Plan formed intent on creating waterfront park 

o Chair Frederick B. Pratt 

o Active Member Alfred T. White 

o Member Charles Downing Lay 

§ Sought modernity in the age of the machine, “a city park for the motor 

age” like the German Volksparks 

•  

• Between 1912 and 1917, Pratt and White bought land in the marsh area and in 1917, 

attempted to give it to the city for free – but the land was difficult to develop, and the 

city refused the gift. 

o  
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• The League for the Improvement of Marine Park had to convince people that the park 

was for public good, and not for the purpose of raising real estate values. 

• They offered it again two years later, and threw in $72,000 cash – but it wasn’t until 

1925 (after White had died) that then-mayor Hanlan signed the contract. They were 

promised a playground to “resemble the Belle Isle Park at Detroit.” 

o  

• Between 1931 and 1938 development begins and two small playgrounds are built. 

o  
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• 1930, Sol Bloom, who had planned the Midway Plaisance of the 1893 World’s Columbian 

Exhibition proposed developing the area for a World’s Fair commemorating George 

Washington, but the idea was controversial. 

o  

• 1930. Completion of Belt Parkway, making park area more accessible. 

• Instead of promoting a World’s Fair, in 1931, then Park Commissioner James J. Brown 

announced a national design competition – which also did not come to fruition. The job 

went to Charles Downing Lay, who had been personally invested in the project from the 

start. People suspected that Lay’s motive for developing the area was only for profit. 

• In 1931, Lay finalized his plan for the park, which included copious amounts of sporting 

areas and restaurants with Reform Park ideals – offering healthy alternatives to 

immoral behavior. 
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o  

• BUT, when Fiorello LaGuardia stepped in as Mayor in 1933, he appointed Robert Moses 

the Commissioner of Parks. In addition to finding the Marine Park marshlands 

prohibitively difficult and expensive to develop, Moses hated Robert Downing Lay because 

of previous disagreements. 

• Ultimately, the park took a backseat to Moses’ projects with Riis Park and Marine 

Parkway Bridge, which monopolized a large share of funding. The project was 

reassigned to architects Gilmore D. Clarke and Michael Rapuano, who had a more 

modest plan, and then again to an even further scaled back plan that did not include a 

golf course. 
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o  

• In 1939, Pratt-White field was completed – in the phamplet of its dedication ceremony, 

the League for the Improvement of Marine Park stated that Marine Park “deserves 

better treatment than it has heretofore received,” and after no real movement, they 

demanded “to receive as much consideration as other boroughs,” directly referencing 

Moses’ Flushing Meadow Park project in Queens. 

• 1963 brought the park a golf course, a project that Moses had canned decades before. 

• Then, in 1979, new ball fields were built. 
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What is most interesting is the imagined Marine Park over time versus what it is today as 

well as its incremental changes. 

Aesthetic 

1. German Volksparks – Example: Wuhlheide Park, Berlin, 1919 – 32 

a.  

2. Sol Bloom’s Midway Plaisance from World’s Columbian Exhibition of 1893 
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a.  

3. Belle Isle Park, Detroit, 1905 

a.  
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4. Marine Park hiking trail, current 

a.  

Urban Planning 

1. Robert Downing Lay’s Plans for Development of Marine Park, 1931 
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a.  

2. Clarke and Rapuano’s Plans for Development of Marine Park, 1935 

a.  

3. Arial View of Marine Park, Google Earth, current 
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a.  

Piecemeal developments, like the addition of the previously squelched golf course and updated 

Lenape Playground 

1. Wading pool, 1946 
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a.  

2. Plaground, current 
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a.  

 

Also interesting is the inadvertent result of the preservation of Marine Park’s salt marsh 

ecosystem. Forever Wild is working reverse the negative effects of the previous filling of 

marshy areas of land. (The fill encouraged the overgrowth of a non-endemic weed, which is 

altering the natural ecosystem.) 
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